Transportation Policy Board
Thursday, March 9, 2017 • 9:30 – 11:00 AM -- NOTE EARLY END TIME
PSRC Board Room • 1011 Western Avenue, Suite 500, Seattle, WA 98104
The meeting will be streamed live over the internet at www.psrc.org
1. Call to Order (9:30) - Councilmember Rob Johnson, Chair
2. Report of the Chair
3. Communications and Public Comment
4. Director's Report
5. Consent Agenda (9:50)
a. Minutes of the Transportation Policy Board Meeting held February 9, 2017
b. Routine Amendment to the 2017-2020 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
c. Certification of Comprehensive Plan Update for Poulsbo
6. Discussion Item (9:55)
a. Transportation 2040 Update - Regional Transit Network and Coordinated Transit-Human
Services Transportation Plan -- Gil Cerise, PSRC
b. Transportation 2040 Update - Transit Access and Parking -- Alex Krieg, PSRC
7. Next Meeting: April 13, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m., PSRC Board Room
Major Topics for April:
-- Transportation 2040 Update
-- Performance Measures
-- Summary of Project Submittals
8. Adjourn (11:00)

Board members please submit proposed amendments and materials prior to the meeting for distribution. Organizations/individuals may
submit information for distribution. Send to Cheryl Saltys, e-mail csaltys@psrc.org; fax 206-587-4825; or mail.
Sign language and communication material in alternate formats can be arranged given sufficient notice by calling (206) 464-7090 or
TTY Relay 711. 中文 | Chinese, 한국 | Korean, Русский | Russian, Español | Spanish, Tagalog, Tiếng việt | Vietnamese Call 206587-4819.

5.a

MINUTES OF THE
TRANSPORTATION POLICY BOARD
February 9, 2017
[To watch a video of the meeting and hear the full discussion, please go to:
http://psrcwa.iqm2.com/Citizens/Default.aspx.]
CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 9:35 a.m. by Councilmember Rob Johnson, Chair.
During board member self introductions, Dr. Ngozi Oleru announced that her alternate, Dr. Gary
Goldbaum, would be retiring in March, and that her new alternate will be Jeff Ketchel, Environmental
Health Director for the Snohomish Health District.
REPORT OF THE CHAIR
Chair Johnson announced the following new appointments to the Transportation Policy Board:
 Council Chair Doug Richardson, Pierce County (member)
 Councilmember Connie Ladenburg, Pierce County (alternate)
 Councilmember Sam Low, Snohomish County (alternate)
 Orting Mayor Joe Pestinger, Other Cities & Towns in Pierce County (alternate)
He congratulated Don Cairns on his recent election to Chair of the Regional Project Evaluation
Committee, and noted that Mr. Cairns has moved from alternate to member on the Transportation
Policy Board.
Chair Johnson thanked Mayor Becky Erickson, Vice Chair, for chairing the January meeting in his
absence. He then called upon her to give a report on the current work of the Transportation 2040
Finance Working Group, which she chairs.
COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLIC COMMENT
There were no communications or public comments.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Charlie Howard, Director of Planning, reported on the following:
 Sound Transit Link Operations and Maintenance Facility East project in the Routine Amendment
to the 2017-2020 Transportation Improvement Program (agenda item 5b) – He provided
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information about the $366 million project and explained why it was included on the Consent
Agenda rather than as a separate action item.
Obligation Authority – He said that success in the project tracking and delivery program across
the state has resulted in a cap on how much Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) funding
can be utilized each year. Previously, WSDOT managed the obligation process; now, PSRC is
managing to that process, aligning project schedules with available funding by year. The
balancing required for 2017 has been achieved, and PSRC staff is working with the Regional
Project Evaluation Committee, the four countywide groups, and project sponsors to come up with
a fair and equitable balancing by year for projects recently awarded 2018-2020 funds.
American Transportation Research Institute list of The Nation’s Top Truck Bottlenecks – He drew
attention to the list which was provided as a handout, noting that 8 of the 100 top bottlenecks in
the U.S. are in our region.

CONSENT AGENDA
a. Approval of Minutes of Transportation Policy Board Meeting held January 12, 2017
b. Routine Amendment to the 2017-2020 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
c. Recommend Authorizing a Change in Transportation 2040 Project Status for the City of
Woodinville’s Sammamish River Bridge and Road Project
ACTION: The motion was made by Councilmember Terry Ryan and
seconded by Commissioner Rob Gelder to adopt the Consent Agenda.
The motion passed.
RECOMMEND AUTHORIZING A CHANGE IN TRANSPORTATION 2040 PROJECT STATUS
FOR THE WSDOT SR 520/I-5 TO LAKE WASHINGTON PROJECT
Rebecca Frohning, Senior Air Quality Modeler, explained the PSRC approval process to allow
regionally significant transportation capacity projects to begin implementation phases. She confirmed
that the WSDOT SR 520/I-5 to Lake Washington project has met all of the criteria necessary to
receive Approved status in the Transportation 2040 plan. She then introduced Denise Cieri, WSDOT
Deputy Program Administrator for the SR 520 Program, who provided an overview and update on
the I-5 to Floating Bridge “Rest of the West” project requesting approval for construction.
ACTION: The motion was made by Councilmember Claudia Balducci and
seconded by Councilmember Kate Kruller to recommend that the Executive
Board authorize a change in project status for the following Transportation
2040 project:


WSDOT: SR 520/I-5 to Lake Washington – Interchange and Bridge
Replacement from “Conditionally Approved for Right of Way” to
“Approved”

The motion passed.
TRANSPORTATION 2040 UPDATE – SHOWCASING INVESTMENTS
Showcasing investments is an area of focus for the Transportation 2040 update, to show progress
that has been made since the plan was first adopted in 2010. Significant road and transit investments
have been secured since then and we are now on pace to fund the plan. In the past two years alone,
the previous plan budget shortfall was reduced by 25%, thanks to Connecting Washington, Sound
Transit 3, Kitsap Transit’s Fast Ferry Plan, and other voter-approved local road and transit initiatives.
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Robin Mayhew, Long-Range Transportation Program Manager, and Craig Helmann, Data Program
Manager, highlighted bike and pedestrian, roadway, and transit projects built or funded between 2010
and 2015, as well as funded projects that will be completed by 2025 and 2040. They described the
benefits being recognized from these investments and provided examples of peak travel times. Key
takeaways from the presentation included:
 A lot has been built or funded since 2010.
 The investments support the Regional Growth Strategy.
 Even though the region is anticipated to grow by nearly a million more people by 2040, travel
times by transit and car through key corridors are expected to improve over what exists today.
 Funding for transportation investments is on track to meet the Transportation 2040 financial
strategy.
COORDINATION WITH THE PUGET SOUND CLEAN AIR AGENCY’S WORK TO SET
REGIONAL GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSION REDUCTION TARGETS
Kelly McGourty, Short-Range Transportation Program Manager, began with a high-level overview
of how PSRC is working to address climate change, and discussed the Washington State climate
change program.
Phil Swartzendruber, Puget Sound Clean Air Agency (PSCAA) Air Resources Specialist, gave a
brief overview of PSCAA and its responsibilities, and reviewed key points of the agency’s 2014
Strategic Plan which includes targets for reductions of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. The
PSCAA Board of Directors intends to adopt updated targets later this month that call for a 50%
reduction of GHG emissions in 2030 and an 80% reduction in 2050 (from 1990 levels). PSCAA
will identify and evaluate robust actions to reduce GHG emissions from the transportation sector,
and will work with partners to address GHG emissions from other sectors.
Ms. McGourty then reviewed the Transportation 2040 Four-Part Greenhouse Gas Strategy
focused on land use, user fees, technology, and expanded transportation choices that reduce
GHG emissions. She described progress that has been made in each area since Transportation
2040 was first adopted in 2010. The Transportation 2040 update process will include updating
the Four-Part Strategy and coordinating with PSCAA.
Noting that PSCAA is poised to adopt new GHG emission reduction targets that are more stringent
than the current state limits, Ms. McGourty gave a heads up that at a future meeting, staff will seek
feedback from the board on whether PSRC should continue work that complements state efforts and
other regional programs, endorse the PSCAA targets, or adopt its own targets.
PSRC DRAFT FY18-19 BIENNIAL BUDGET AND WORK PROGRAM
Diana Lauderbach, PSRC Chief Financial Officer, presented the proposed Biennial Budget and Work
Program for Fiscal Years 2018-2019, including budget assumptions; revenue, expenditure, and
staffing comparisons between the current and proposed budgets; and highlights of the planning work
plan and initiatives. The draft budget and work program is currently out for public review and
comments are due to Ms. Lauderbach by March 9. The Executive Board will recommend the
budget to the General Assembly on March 23, and the budget is scheduled to be adopted by the
General Assembly on May 31.
ADJOURN
The meeting adjourned at 11:17 a.m.
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TRANSPORTATION POLICY BOARD
February 9, 2017

TPB MEMBERS & ALTERNATES PRESENT
Councilmember Bek Ashby, Other Cities & Towns in Kitsap County
Councilmember Claudia Balducci, King County
Russ Blount, Regional Project Evaluation Committee (Alt.)
Don Cairns, Regional Project Evaluation Committee
Councilmember John Clauson, Kitsap Transit (Alt.) (via remote)
Ann Dasch, League of Women Voters of Washington
Councilmember Dino Davis, Metropolitan Center–Bremerton
Doug DeForest, Thurston Regional Planning Council
Lorena Eng, WSDOT (Alt.)
Mayor Becky Erickson, Kitsap Transit, Vice Chair
Commissioner Robert Gelder, Kitsap County
Ricardo Gotla, Transportation Choices Coalition (Alt.)
Jesse Hamashima, Regional Staff Committee (Alt.)
Councilmember Rob Johnson, City of Seattle, Chair
Councilmember Kate Kruller, Other Cities & Towns in King County (Alt.)
Councilmember Connie Ladenburg, Pierce County (Alt.) (via remote)
Councilmember Kathy Lambert, King County
Councilmember Sam Low, Snohomish County (Alt.)
Mayor Ron Lucas, Other Cities & Towns in Pierce County
Councilmember Joe McDermott, Local Transit–King County
Dan McKisson, ILWU Local 19
Mayor Pro Tem Debora Nelson, Other Cities & Towns in Snohomish County
Councilmember Mike O’Brien, City of Seattle
Dr. Ngozi Oleru, Public Health-Seattle & King County
Commissioner Helen Price Johnson, Island County (via remote)
Councilmember Dana Ralph, Other Cities & Towns in King County
Janet Ray, AAA Washington (via remote)
Councilmember Paul Roberts, Metropolitan Center–Everett/Puget Sound Clean Air Agency
Councilmember Terry Ryan, Community Transit
Commissioner Hester Serebrin, Washington State Transportation Commission
Councilmember Mike Todd, Community Transit (Alt.)
Blake Trask, Cascade Bicycle Club (Alt.)
Mayor Amy Walen, Other Cities & Towns in King County
Councilmember Benson Wong, Other Cities & Towns in King County (Alt.)
TPB MEMBERS ABSENT (*alternate present)
Rob Berman, Seattle Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce
Mayor Fred Butler, Sound Transit
John Daniels, Jr., Muckleshoot Indian Tribe
Senator Joe Fain, Senate Transportation Committee
Representative Mia Gregerson, House Transportation Committee
Senator Steve Hobbs, Senate Transportation Committee
Commissioner Don Johnson, Ports
Deputy Mayor Ryan Mello, Local Transit–Pierce County
Trinity Parker, Transportation Operators Committee
Dave Ramsay, WA State Transportation Improvement Board
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TPB MEMBERS ABSENT (*alternate present) – cont’d
* Shefali Ranganathan, Transportation Choices Coalition
* Councilmember Doug Richardson, Pierce County
* Amy Scarton, WSDOT
Andrew Strobel, Puyallup Tribe of Indians
* Councilmember Brian Sullivan, Snohomish County
Councilmember Robert Thoms, Metropolitan Center–Tacoma
* Chip Vincent, Regional Staff Committee
* Councilmember Rich Wagner, Other Cities & Towns in King County
Councilmember Kevin Wallace, Metropolitan Center–Bellevue
GUESTS and PSRC STAFF PRESENT
(As determined by signatures on the Attendance Sheet and documentation by staff)
Ben Bakkenta, PSRC
Casey Bloom, Office of King County Councilmember Joe McDermott
Gil Cerise, PSRC
Denise Cieri, WSDOT
Mayor Davina Duerr, City of Bothell/Sound Cities Association
Alexandra Fastle, Pierce Transit
Rebecca Frohning, PSRC
Peter Heffernan, King County DOT
Craig Helmann, PSRC
Charlie Howard, PSRC
Paul Inghram, PSRC
Jeff Ketchel, Snohomish Health District
Alex Krieg, PSRC
Kate March, City of Bellevue
Andi Markley, PSRC
Robin Mayhew, PSRC
Kelly McGourty, PSRC
Phil Miller, University of Washington
Stephen Padua, City of Kirkland
Dan Pike, Pierce Transit
Stephanie Pure, King County DOT
Cheryl Saltys, PSRC
JoAnn Schueler, WSDOT Olympic Region
Amy Shumann, Public Health - Seattle & King County
Phil Swartzendruber, Puget Sound Clean Air Agency
Jeff Storrar, PSRC
Jude Willcher, Seattle DOT
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CONSENT AGENDA

March 2, 2017

To:

Transportation Policy Board

From:

Charlie Howard, Director of Planning

Subject:

Routine Amendment to the 2017-2020 Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP)

IN BRIEF
Three agencies submitted five projects this month for routine amendment into the Regional TIP.
The projects are summarized in Exhibit A. These projects were awarded local, state and federal
funding through various processes, such as the Connecting Washington funds managed by the
Washington State Department of Transportation. PSRC staff reviewed the projects for compliance
with federal and state requirements, and consistency with VISION 2040 and Transportation 2040.
RECOMMENDED ACTION
The Transportation Policy Board should recommend Executive Board adoption of an
amendment to the 2017-2020 Regional TIP to include the projects as shown in Exhibit A.
DISCUSSION
Under the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act, PSRC has project selection
authority for all projects programming regional funds from the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) - Surface Transportation Block Grant Program (STP) and Congestion Mitigation and Air
Quality Improvement Program (CMAQ) - and Federal Transit Administration (FTA) - Urbanized
Area Formula Program (5307), State of Good Repair (5337), Bus and Bus Facilities Formula
(5339), and Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities (5310).
While PSRC does not have project selection authority for other types of federal, state, or local
funds, the Executive Board does have responsibility for adding these projects to the Regional
TIP. Each project must comply with requirements regarding plan consistency, air quality, and
financial constraint. The attached Exhibit A illustrates the action needed to amend the Regional
TIP.
The recommended action would approve the TIP amendment request based on a finding of
consistency with VISION 2040, Transportation 2040, and the air quality conformity determination
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of the Regional TIP. Approval is also based on a determination that funding is reasonably
expected to be available to carry out the project. Information describing plan consistency, air
quality conformity, and the funding basis for approving the request is described further below.
Consistency with VISION 2040 and Transportation 2040
The projects recommended for action were reviewed by PSRC staff and have been determined to
be consistent with the multicounty policies in VISION 2040 and Transportation 2040.
Air Quality Conformity
The projects in Exhibit A were reviewed and it has been determined that a new air quality
analysis and conformity determination is not required because each project falls into one or
more of the following categories:
 It is exempt from air quality conformity requirements.
 It is an existing project already included in the current air quality modeling.
 It is a non-exempt project not able to be included in the regional model.
Funding Reasonably Expected to be Available
For the projects in Exhibit A, PSRC confirmed that the funds are reasonably expected to be
available.
PSRC’s Project Tracking Policies
Detailed below are three requests for modification to PSRC’s FTA funds for this amendment.
The modifications were found to be consistent with PSRC’s project tracking policies and were
reviewed and recommended by the Transportation Operations Committee (TOC) at its meeting
on February 22, 2017.
Pierce Transit (PT) seeks to redistribute $7,623,049 5307(Urban) funds from the “Preventive
Maintenance” project to the “Clean Fuels Bus Replacement/Expansion” project due to
significant requirements for capital asset replacement over the next several years. PT has
determined that the amount of funding needed to accomplish the work identified in the
“Preventive Maintenance” project scope can be completed using sales tax funds and other
operating dollars. The additional funding in the “Clean Fuels Bus Replacement/Expansion”
project will purchase 15 replacement vehicles.
Kitsap Transit (KT) seeks to redistribute $635,000 5307(Urban) funds from the “Replacement
Van Purchase” project to the “Bus and Over-The-Road Coach Purchase” project. KT has
determined that vanpool ridership is lower than initially projected, eliminating the need to
purchase replacement vans for the “Replacement Van Purchase” project at this time. KT has
reviewed the project’s scope and determined that there is no need to program additional funds
to this project. KT also seeks to redistribute $266,147 5339 funds from the “Bus Maintenance &
Facilities Rehabilitation” project to the “Bus and Over-The-Road Coach purchase” project. This
redistribution is needed because the 5339 funding currently in the “Bus Maintenance & Facilities
Rehabilitation” project is designated for preventive maintenance activities, which are not eligible
for 5339 funding under the FAST ACT. KT has determined the amount of funding needed to
accomplish the work identified in the “Bus Maintenance & Facilities Rehabilitation” project scope
can be completed using local funds. The increase in funds transferred to the “Bus and Over-
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The-Road Coach purchase” project from both of these projects will be used to purchase two
additional vehicles.
Federal Fund Source Descriptions
The following is a list of federal funding sources that are referenced in Exhibit A.
5307(Urban)

Federal Transit Administration urbanized area formula program

5339

Buses and Bus Facilities Grant Program

NHPP

National Highway Performance Program funds to support construction of
new facilities on the National Highway System.

For more information, please contact Chris Peak at (206) 464-7536 or cpeak@psrc.org.
Attachments:
Exhibit A
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Sponsor

1. Kitsap Transit

This project is adding funds to purchase two
additional transit revenue vehicles.

2. Pierce Transit

PSRC Action Needed

Project Title
and
Work Description

Bus and Over-the-Road Coach Purchase

Clean Fuels Bus Replacement/Expansion
This project is adding funds to purchase
approximately 15 hybrid diesel-electric, or
electric replacement buses. Replacement
buses are those that are at or beyond
retirement age.

3. WSDOT
Northwest
Region

I-405/Renton to Bellevue - Corridor
Widening
This project is adding construction funds to
widen the I-405 corridor between Renton and
Bellevue. The funds will also go towards the
implementation of Express Toll Lanes and
rebuilding impacted interchanges.

4. WSDOT
Northwest
Region

SR 99/N 60th St to N 145th St - Paving &
ADA Compliance
This project is adding construction funds to
mill and overlay the outside lanes of SR 99,
repair bridge deck #574, and evaluate/replace
pedestrian ramps for ADA compliance.

Exhibit A

Funding

$635,000

Federal 5307(Urban)

$266,147

Federal 5339

$225,287

Local

$1,126,434

Total

$7,623,049

Federal 5307(Urban)

$1,905,760

Local

$9,528,809

Total

$304,500,000

Connecting Washington

$304,500,000

Total

$182,008

Local

$6,644,106

Federal NHPP

$6,826,114

Total

New
Project Project/
UPWP
Tracking Phase Other Amend

Attachment: Exhibit A (1915 : TIP Amendment- March 2017)

Month: March
Year: 2017

Project(s) Proposed for
Routine Amendment to 2017-2020 TIP
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5. WSDOT
Northwest
Region

Project Title
and
Work Description

SR 9/SR 204 Intersection - Improvements
This project is adding preliminary
engineering, right of way, and construction
funds to improve the intersection at SR 9 and
SR 204. Improvements may include
roundabouts, signals, grade separation, and
reconfiguring access from side streets.

Funding

$68,941,516

Connecting Washington

$68,941,516

Total

New
Project Project/
UPWP
Tracking Phase Other Amend

Attachment: Exhibit A (1915 : TIP Amendment- March 2017)

Sponsor

5.b.a
PSRC Action Needed
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CONSENT AGENDA

To:

Transportation Policy Board

From:

Charlie Howard, Director of Planning

Subject:

Certification of Comprehensive Plan Update for Poulsbo

March 2, 2017

IN BRIEF
Consistent with PSRC’s adopted plan review process, PSRC staff reviewed and recommends
certification of the 2016 comprehensive plan update for Poulsbo.
RECOMMENDED ACTION
The Growth Management Policy Board and Transportation Policy Board should recommend that
the Executive Board certify the transportation-related provisions in the following conform to the
Growth Management Act and are consistent with the multicounty planning policies and the
regional transportation plan:
1) City of Poulsbo 2016 Comprehensive Plan (certification report)
DISCUSSION
The 2016 comprehensive plan update for Poulsbo is recommended for certification. The plan
has been reviewed in accordance with the adopted plan review process, and was found to be
consistent with the multicounty planning policies and the regional transportation plan and to
conform to transportation planning requirements in the Growth Management Act. PSRC staff
coordinated with staff from the city in the review of its plan and the development of the
certification report.
The adopted plan review process calls for the Executive Board to take certification action on
comprehensive plans on recommendation from the Growth Management and Transportation
Policy Boards. Options for Executive Board action are to:


Certify that the plan is consistent with multicounty planning policies and the regional
transportation plan and conforms to Growth Management Act requirements for
transportation planning, or
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Conditionally certify that the plan addresses most provisions of regional plans and
policies and the Growth Management Act, with a requirement that a limited set of
outstanding issues be addressed prior to full certification, or
Do not certify

Based on previous board direction, jurisdictions with plans that are certified or conditionally
certified are then eligible to apply for PSRC funding or proceed with any project submitted into
the Regional Transportation Improvement Program.
Plan Review Status
The Executive Board took action on the most recent set of certification recommendations at its
January 26, 2017 meeting. With board action on the plan being presented this month, the total
number of plans certified will increase to 81. PSRC will continue to work with each of the five
remaining cities to bring adopted plans to the board for certification review ahead of the spring
2017 competition for regional funds.
For more information, please contact Michael Hubner at (206) 971-3289 or MHubner@psrc.org
or Laura Benjamin at (206) 464-7134 or LBenjamin@psrc.org.
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DISCUSSION ITEM

March 2, 2017

To:

Transportation Policy Board

From:

Charlie Howard, Director of Planning

Subject:

Transportation 2040 Update - Regional Transit Network and Coordinated
Transit-Human Services Transportation Plan

IN BRIEF
The Transportation Policy Board will hear a briefing from staff on the public transportation portion
of the approved Transportation 2040 Update work program.
DISCUSSION
Regional Transit Network and Plan
The adopted T2040 Work Program includes development of a regional integrated transit network
and plan. This work program consists of the following elements:






Develop a regionally integrated transit network for 2040 and an interim year that
incorporates transit agency long range plans. PSRC and transit agencies are using
Remix transit planning software to collaborate on this effort.
Refine the transit-related financial strategy assumptions based upon updated transit
network, service hour assumptions, and additional revenue authority identified since
the last T2040 Plan update in 2014.
Develop a regional transit access and parking strategy (see agenda item 6b).
Conduct a regional transit oriented development (TOD) analysis using PSRC’s existing
analytic methodology. Different TOD scenarios will be modeled based on the 2040
regional transit network to analyze benefits of the TOD development pattern.
Develop regional transit performance measures and a schedule for compliance with
new federal transit planning requirements.

Development and update of a regionally integrated transit network for 2040 and an interim year
(2025) is a foundational element of the remaining work program items listed under this topic.
PSRC staff have been working through an ad hoc technical committee composed of transit
agency staff members who have expertise in their long-range plans to develop and update
these transit networks using the Remix transit sketch planning software. This work will provide
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a more realistic future transit network for use in PSRC models, financial strategy update, and
other analyses.
PSRC also anticipates development of performance measures for transit service that better
describes the value that public transportation provides to the regional transportation system.
PSRC is also working with the transit agencies to incorporate federally-required performance
targets for transit asset management and transit safety into the Transportation 2040 Plan
update.
Coordinated Transit-Human Services Transportation Plan
In addition to the specific transit-related work program that is oriented to the fixed-route system,
PSRC is also updating the Coordinated Transit-Human Services Transportation Plan
(Coordinated Plan) which addresses the needs of people with mobility challenges due to age,
income, or disability. The Coordinated Plan will be updated in compliance with federal
requirements, and include targeted outreach to seniors, people with disabilities, and other
special needs populations.
The board will receive further updates and engagement on the public transportation topic later in
the year.
For more information, please contact Gil Cerise at (206) 971-3053 or gcerise@psrc.org.
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DISCUSSION ITEM

To:

Transportation Policy Board

From:

Charlie Howard, Director of Planning

Subject:

Transportation 2040 Update - Transit Access and Parking

March 2, 2017

IN BRIEF
PSRC staff will engage the Transportation Policy Board for feedback and guidance on the key
elements of a regional transit access and parking strategy as part of the update to Transportation
2040.
DISCUSSION
As part of the adopted work program for the update to Transportation 2040, the Transportation
Policy Board directed PSRC to develop a regional transit access and parking strategy. At the
March 9 meeting, staff will engage the board on existing and anticipated transit access and
parking policy issues and seek direction on elements that are likely to be included in a transit
access and parking strategy.
For the purposes of the strategy, transit access refers to the ability of people to get to and use
public transportation, and that increasing or improving transit access means making it easier for
people to get to and use public transportation.
The strategy will rest on two premises: 1) that, given the added certainty of the location and type
of transit as indicated in the regionally integrated future transit network, making sure that as
many people as possible can access transit will be increasingly important; and 2) that there are
many ways to make it easier for people to access transit (e.g. new sidewalks or bike lanes,
improved bus-rail integration and easy transfers, parking, etc.).
PSRC has been engaged in regional efforts to improve access and produced a Transit Access
Assessment in 2016 that documented 15 findings regarding transit access in the region. In early
2017, PSRC released a Transit Access Checklist, which is intended to help transit agencies, local
jurisdictions, and other stakeholders assess existing access conditions at major sites of transit
service, and a Transit Access Toolkit, which identifies strategies, tools, and implementation roles
of public sector stakeholders to improve access.
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While transit parking is but one component of robust transit access, the update to Transportation
2040 calls parking out because of some specific technical and policy issues that need to be
addressed. From a technical perspective, PSRC will be updating current and planned transit
parking supply in the regional travel demand model. From a policy perspective, the existence of
dozens of very full transit parking facilities, the trade-offs inherent in constructing new transit
parking supply, and the opportunities for innovative approaches to transit parking supply and
demand are expected to be addressed.
At the March 9 meeting, staff will provide an overview of the elements expected to be included
in a regional transit access and parking strategy and engage the board on transit access and
parking policy issues, including:


How the transit access and parking strategy can guide local practice and implementation
of access improvements.
 The demand and supply side options for improving the performance of very full transit
parking facilities.
 The elements that are missing and would need to be included in a transit access and
parking strategy.
Feedback provided by the Transportation Policy Board will shape the focus and direction of the
transit access and parking strategy. Staff will return later in 2017 with a draft strategy for
additional engagement with the board.
For more information, contact Alex Krieg at (206) 464-6172 or akrieg@psrc.org.
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